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This letter is not a "report"; it is a commentary on things heard and
seen in two weeks in Puerto Rico. Anything more would be an impertinence.

Only a visiting Congressional Committee could base a report on such casual evidence
I begin with this warning because I noticed in a recent issue an oger-optimistic
announcement of "reports" to be made at intervals by tt;i-a editqr. Call them notes
end I'1l feel happier.

It is unnecessary to talk about the two chief scourges of Puerto Rico,
but no viglter can avoid it. Poverty and political corruption meet you on your
arrival and trail you until you leave. They are flagrant and pervasive, They all
but obscure the beauty of a fine countryside and the good work of honest publiec
officiels. They dominate education « the university as well as the lower schools;
they pervert jJustice; they make the democratic institutions of the country a sour
Jjoke, They collaborete in ruining an island created by nature for pleasure and
ebundance,

Corruption iz as open as the sunshine, On the day we arrived my husband
and I met a single small but revealing example of how things are supposed to work.
The Assistant Commissioner of Education, Oscar Irizarry, a Puerto Rican who was
educated in the United States and worked there before his appointment, met us at
the dock and helped us through the elaborate formalities connected with landing a
car that balonged to a college on the island and so could come in without paying
the customary 10 per cent excis¥ tax. We waited in an office of the Interior |

Department while the necessary documents were [repared. While we stood there Mr.

o
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Irizerry was approached by a Republican member of the Puerto Rico Senmate who doudly

demanded, in the presence of several employees and ourselves, that the Assistant

Commissioner dismiss a number of employees in his department who happended to be

members of the Liberal Party. It was well known, he said from the eninence of






& demoristration.of ccnspleous wASte as I have ever seer. It cost, by the say,

-




about three-guarters of a million dollars. Meanwhile university salaxd)
-The English department is housed in a one=story wooden structure that looks like
temporary army barracks. The science department is inadequate,

Perhaps these and other equally apparent defects may be remedied later on,
The rector and many of the teachers and students earnestly hope that thdr institue
tion will become the longe=discussed Pan-American University. If thet is to happen,
the men who directly or indirectly control appointments and the expenditure of
funds will have to show a new interest in education and a new disinterest in
politics., Nothing I saw or heard inclines me to expect any such revolutionary
change,

Next week I shall add a few notes on the social and politifal situation

in the island, expecially on the remarkable campaign of Luis Mufioz Marin.



